
A PARENT CHAT
About the 

California Assessment of Student 
Performance and Progress 

(CAASPP)



INFORMATIVE WEBSITES FOR PARENTS
ABAOUT STATE TESTS

• Parent Guide to Understanding the Summative Assessments
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/documents/pgtu-summative.pdf

• Parent Guide to Understanding the CAST
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/documents/pgtu-cast.pdf

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/documents/pgtu-summative.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/documents/pgtu-cast.pdf


CAASPP SYSTEM

CSA has been replaced with 
iReady’s Assessment of Spanish 

Reading in CVESD in 2024.
iR ASR will be delivered as a  
Local Measure Assessment.



WHO TAKES THE CAASPP TESTS?

ELA & Math: Grades 3-6

Science (CAST): Grade 5



WHAT TESTS ARE BEING TAKEN?

• Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments in English 
language arts/literacy (ELA) and Mathematics (Math)

• Designed to measure or check what students know and can do – in other 
words the knowledge and skills they gained during the school year

• California Science Test (CAST)

• Designed to test the students’ ability to think critically and solve problems in 
more than one scientific area at a time, such as in life science, earth and 
space science, and physical science



Where are the tests being taken?

• On computers 
(laptops/desktops)

• In student classrooms

• Summative tests are not be 
taken at home

• Teacher and staff proctored



HOW ARE THE TESTS BEING TAKEN?

• Adjusts difficulty as 
progresses (ELA/Math only)

• Varied question types

• Multiple choice

• Read and respond

• Drag and drop

• Constructed response

• Performance Task



WHY ARE THE TESTS BEING GIVEN?

To provide CVESD, 
Heritage admin, 

teachers, students and 
parents with information 
about how students are 
doing in school in order 
to evaluate and improve 
educational programs.



WHEN ARE THE TESTS BEING GIVEN?

CAST 
(Science for 5th)

April 24 –

April 25

CAASPP ELA / Math 
(3rd & 4th grade)

April 29 –

May 3

CAASPP ELA / Math 
(5th & 6th grade)

May 6 –

May 10

2023-2024



STARTING SMARTER PARENT  VIDEO

https://youtu.be/HS8cVQin_fc

https://youtu.be/HS8cVQin_fc
https://youtu.be/HS8cVQin_fc


STUDENT
SCORE REPORTS

ELA 

MATH



ELA: Lexile 

MATH: Quantile

STUDENT
SCORE REPORTS



STUDENT
SCORE REPORTS

Science: CAST



HOW PARENTS CAN HELP

We encourage you to limit absences (appointments/vacations) during the testing dates
 to create a stable testing environment with minimal distractions and make-up testing. 

Make-ups pull students from year-end enriching classroom activities.



ASK YOUR CHILD’S TEACHER:

• In what areas is my child 
doing well?

• In what areas might my 
child need some extra 
support?

• Who will provide that 
extra support?

• How can I help support 
my child at home?



HELP YOUR CHILD SUCCEED

• Discuss the test with your 
child. 

• Set expectations. 

• Take a practice or training 
test with your child at home. 

• Make sure your child gets a 
good night’s sleep and a 
nutritious breakfast before 
testing.



LEARN EVEN MORE

•Parent Quick Guides to Understanding
Available in Seven Languages

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/parentguidetounderstand.asp

•Take a Practice or Training Test with Your Child
How-To Video and Guides Available

https://www.caaspp.org/practice-and-training/index.html

•Starting Smarter Website
Sample Score Reports and Test Questions

https://ca.startingsmarter.org/

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/parentguidetounderstand.asp
https://www.caaspp.org/practice-and-training/index.html
https://ca.startingsmarter.org/


Hawks Finish Strong!
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